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[1] Relation of what occurred in New France, in
the year 1635.

Y REVEREND FATHER, °

M May God be forever blessed. Now, at last,

New France is about to experience the bless-
ings of the mother country; and right, triumphing
over injustice, will cause these countries to cease be-
ing what they have been for so many centuries,—
boundless forests, the abode of [2] barbarism, and
the land of infidelity. We begin to see some open
country, through the clearings that have been made
in different places. The families who come over ev-
ery year are beginning to change the barbarism of
the Savages into the courtesy natural to the French;
and the slight progress we are making, through our
stammerings, leads us to conjecture that the faith will
banish infidelity from its Empire. In short, I hope
to see, some day, these words fulfilled in our great
deserts: Multi filii deserte, magis quam etus que habet
virum. It is, indeed, proper that, in the Reign of so
saintly a King, virtue should enter one of the great
Seigniories of his Crown; that, under the favor and
leadership of a Prince of the Church, we should see
a new Church arise, que extendet palmites suos usque ad
mare, et usque ad flumen | 3] propagines eius, which shall
extend its branches even to the sea, and shall propa-
gate itself along the shores of the chief of all rivers.
A thousand considerations suggest these thoughts,
and arouse in us these expectations. This enterprise
is supported by persons of merit and rank, whose in-



